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gloomy, but Spender preserved his even temper as usual. So
did E. M'Kenna keep cheerful. I heard various interesting
things, but can't remember them, except that U.S.A. has 400,000
men in France now, but frankly admitted its present inability
or absence of military genius to organise a fighting machine at
present. It is to be hoped that it will improve. It seems as
if LI. George had got his way as to a United Command in West.
Yacht CM, London, Friday, February 8th.
I seemed to do nothing yesterday morning except call on M.
and write letters, and just reflect for a few minutes on the first
article of my 2nd series for the Cosmopolitan. Lunch at the
Reform with Ross and Chalmers Mitchell. Mitchell, aged 53,
with his grey hairs, stuck to it that he had found a sound
definition of poetry. I forget what it was. I told him he ought
to know better at his age than to imagine that poetry could be
defined. Hedley Le Bas told me that my amateur article out-
lining a policy for the Liberal Party had made a deep impression
on Gulland, the Chief Whip, who said it was the best article on the
subject he had seen for years, and he' should show it to Asquith'.
Majestic and impressive phrase, ' Show it to Asquith'.
Yacht Club, London, Saturday, February qth.
Buckmaster told me that Lady Buchanan1 told him last night
at dinner more and more astounding stories of Petrograd. After
a debauch, heaps of dead, wounded and drunken lying together
—literally in heaps. In order to get some people out of a mixed
lot in a cellar, the cellar was flooded. No result, except that
the water froze, and will remain frozen till the spring. Two
regiments of women and one of young men alone defended the
Winter Palace. When it was taken the women were captured,
tortured and raped. Some killed themselves ; some escaped to
tell. Massingham said that a friend of his had seen men burnt
alive in kerosene tubs on the Nevsky Prospect.
Yacht Club, London, Monday, February nth.
I came up a day earlier in order to meet Grey * at Spender's,
as one of the 'Writers' Group'.   The 'Writers' Group' now
consists of George Paish, A. G. Gardiner, J. A. Spender, J. A.
1 Wife of Sir George Buchanan, British Ambassador at Petrograd.
1 Viscount Grey of Fallodon.
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